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Leah Falkner and Shawn Scheffler
almost had twins born a year apart.

Falkner went into labor on New
Year's Eve, setting up the possibil-
ity that one baby would be born in
2009 and the other in 2010.

Instead, both babies were born on
New Year's Day. Lanae Marie arrived ‘f'
at 2:18 a.m., and her sister Sydney
Lee followed 13 minutes later.

“They're doing well, and they're
healthy,” Falkner said Friday from
her room at Sacred Heart Hospital.

Lanae weighed 5 pounds, 12
ounces and measured 19 inches
long. Sydney was 5 pounds, 11
ounces and 18% inches long.

“It's something to write in their
baby books,” Falkner, 27, of Elk
Mound, said of the twins being the
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Valley’s first babies bornin Leah Falkner and Shawn Scheffler celebrated the birth of twin girls Friday at

2010. “It’s something to remember.”  Sacred Heart Hospital in Eau Claire. Lanae Marie, left, and Sydney Lee were born

Sydney, who was born breech, 13 minutes apart on New Year's Day.
was given antibiotics and placed
in an incubator as a precaution, a 3-year-old daughter who hasbeen  day morning.
Falkner said. eagerly awaiting her sisters’ arrival. Falkner has been overwhelmed
“She’s supposed to be fine,” the “She'll be my little helper,” by the attention of having twins on
new mom said. Falkner said. New Year’s Day, she said.
The sisters are fraternal twins. The twins were due Jan. 23. “I've had a million phone calls,”
Falkner has a grandmother whois  Falkner felt contractions while she said.
an identical twin. shopping Wednesday afternoonand  Espe can be reached at 833-9206,
The twins are the first children for was admitted to the hospital that 800-236-7077 or troy.espe@ecpc.

Scheffler, 28, of Colfax. Falkner has  night. Doctors induced labor Thurs- com.
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